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ASFWB Annual General Meeting Scientific Program n Day 1
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ASFWB Annual General Meeting Scientific Program n Day 2
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From Nel sonds Sparrows to Virginia Rail s: Mar s h
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“I think we’re safe. He drives like a vegan.”
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Forests under Siege

- What will happen to Nature?

By Bob Bancroft

Eastern forests are shrinking quickl y -tuencdhe rmaac hbianrersa gt
little employment for people in New Brunswick, Newf o
ernment is taking a more careful forestry approach w
of their Crown |l and hol dings. El sewher e, provinci al

troubled forest industries. Determined to feed a glo
these industries also want to burn wood to produce e
Classified as AAca@dioavi v,g rhogtesnast wrfalAlty antic Canada
| eaves (hardwoods) and with needles (softwoods). Eac
ture, and available |Iight. Young sugar maple, yellow
forest floor in the moisture and shade found under t
takes a growth spurt in its place. Trees that grow i
become the dominant species. Their wood is more valu
Largeal e environment al di sturbances, like fire, inse
rare in most forests in New Brunswick, Prince Edward
Highlands). AFire historiesd in an area caheaftag beg
settlers.

Trees obtain nutrients from soils that have develope
Needles and | eaves act | ike solar collectors, also p
tions and space for roots in the ground give each tr
of fers cool shade, evidence its trees are capturing

that feeds streams

Forestry in eastern Canada became a force in the 170
ing and | umber exporting began making significant ch
masts for English sailing ships. I'n the 1800's sawmi
hardwoods and softwoods. Some 300 years and repeated
clean for pul p, |l umber and/ or biomass For centuries
cooking. Lately biomass includes wood processing byp
duce electricity. I n 300 years webve gone from masts
bafflegab about environmental sustainability. Li ke

ovenxploitation Rehabilitation will take ti me

The inpuesteyred, cheap harvest method is clearcuttin
essentially all trees have been removed in one oper a
forestsd protection from high temperatures and dryin
scapes holds drastic environmental consequences for

humans Leaving thin ribbons of trtelkesoadgmngl waper wfay:
| andscape does not maintain a healt-hegadhnngroamest folL
ting, such as fAvariable retentiono dndsBsegdretgaedr ¢
They ignore the following:

1) Clearcuts 4novedr agel Siomperetn groundo suited seedling
and white spruce to take ov-ébut 8otel hsomamei hgregsows
2) The resul t iangge df,o rheasst fiesweervetnr ee species and more v
damage.

3) To be Aindustryodo successful, new forests on cl ear
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has been -stuabxspiadyiezred f or decades.

4) Gl obal warming may bring dry, -rwiondyl cloifmamMoer deshang

5) Clearcuts make soill nutrients vulnerable to erosi
(l'i ke phosphates and calcium) are removed with the h
6) In dry periods, forest soils can regulate flows b
Clearcut brooks flush Iike toilets after heavy rainf
That difference can mean | ife or death for sal mon an
cool, c¢clean water. Why are we compromi sing naturebs
7) Erosion from clearcuts washes silt into brooks an
|l ife takes refuge and smothering trout and sal mon eg
t oms Laws to protect waterways and adjacent | ands a
sparsely enforced Silt keeps flowing into brooks an
8) Exposed, hot, dry conditions on clearcuts kil of
forest nutrients from dead wood.

9) Young clearcuts ¢dgraddwde dfeead atnldatotvteirtse can r each.
stump do not have the nutrition value of a twig that
10) Many habitats essential for a wide variety of wi
forests are missing in Aforestsod that follow clearcu
hol e I nhabitants displaced by clearcutting probably
11) Biomass used to include |l eftovers from forest op
Clearcuts are being ficleaned upo for it, |l eaving eve
forests and mi xed wood (hardwood and softwood) fores
hardwood forests for big Q QAo j =Ma QY
cost s, often with taxpay -
ing to produce electrici of
about 30%. Is this wise

There are ways to harve

healthy new Acadian for

using fdApartial harvesto i |
gaps in the forest cano | e
environme#dti vfeodr slpoencg e s

and softwoods.

Bi ol ogists and other en y -
ing hard for harvests t om-
munities of wild plants " , Ry,
nature needssocewnd ofgad rcead tl e ot el :
ment on at | east 60% of > Photo Credit: 'B. H
forests represent a diverse por Ol'T0 0T staprle

ecol ogi cal i nvest ments whose fiaccrued interest and c
quick profit The current practice of clearcutting m
The industry folks who fund university researchers i
probilieemwil |l -=xnpgeaal |l ynr&ew Brunswick and Nova Scoti
| arger | and bases and channel more of naturesod energ
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ecol ogical consequences this wildl have for wildlife
tlyyd and moodeidngbeut growing trees. And the industr
provide for abWwneHacgepahoesigne | iquidating our nat
and little stability. Their allegiance seems to be t
decades ago.
lté6s time to rehabilitate these forests before t hey
Scotland now has only 3% of its | and bas in trees.
souedstern Newfoundl and
Forestry planning needs to become
in tune with naturedéds ways. The word
isustainabled needs to find the forest.
Woodl|l and owner s, First Nati ons,
scientists, naturali st s, river associ a-
tions, fish and game groups, boater s,
watershed associations, and peopl e
who just | ove the woods should cl ear
their heads, consider carefully and
stand up together on this issue To Photo Credit: J. R
begin with, enact |l egislation that
stops the fAvultureso from clearcutting and destroyin
remaining mixed Acadian forests for quick, personal
David J. Cartwright
Are we not the stewards or careMemQr@|rS§m|arBMD we have a
e ot e g ne hean tatyal apir GliSpERoEs Al &EFp BERET AT | ORE
begin manag|ng-hfecarltehcyqlMg)lrdéaalplgxlv pbﬁﬁ Memori al Schol a
i s Ms. Moni que Gogue
3rd year Bachelor of S
natur al resources) at
ericton. Her achi eveme
Deands Lils2t yfeoarr ,t hRer e2s0
Do you have a research project, wildlife he UNB Wildlife Societ
topic, event, or other related ents for Sustainabilit
information you would like to see
included in the Biolink? If so, email scholarship is awarde
i i r final vyear in the BS
Jennifer Roma, Newsletter Editor, at ral Resources. Prefere
jennifer.roma@gmail.com. aring a major in wildl
awarded based on schol ast.i
: nstrated interest in w
The newsletter is only as good as the
information we get from our members. _
. : schol arship was estab
We are always looking for articles and 991, following the unt
pictures relating to the work that is dent of David J. Cartw
done by you every day in the field. If it was a member and stro
. . . B for many years and c
interests you, chances are it would in- management in Atlanti
terest other members to hear about it. Bi ol ogist with the NB TC
Please send it along! sources & Energy.
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