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Forestry Interactions with Fish and Wildlife:
A Recap of the 2026 ASFWB Annual Spring Seminar

We thank everyone who attended our Annual
Spring Seminar in Sackville, NB on April 21,
2025. The seminar took place on the Mount Ali-
son University campus in the Crabtree Auditori-
um and approximately 70 people were in at-
tendance.

The theme of the seminar was ‘Forestry Interac-
tions with Fish and Wildlife’, and we were
pleased to have a wide variety of presentations
from industry, academic, and government pro-
fessionals, and students from across Atlantic
Canada.

Presentation titles and presenters were as fol-
lows:

Forestry Interactions with Aquatic Ecosystems:
Science, Monitoring, and Management — Dr.
Michelle Gray, University of New Brunswick

Working with partners to recover Bicknell's
Thrush in the Maritimes — Dr. Amy-Lee Kouwen-
berg, Birds Canada

Reconstructing the Toxic legacy of New Bruns-
wick’s Historical DDT Spray Program — Dr. Moira
lizerman, Canadian Forest Service, Natural Re-
sources Canada

Response of small mammal communities to se-
vere wind disturbance and salvage harvest treat-
ments in NS — Dr. Lisa Doucette, Nova Scotia
Department of Natural Resources

Drivers of summer thermal regimes in Atlantic
salmon (Salmo salar) headwater streams — Ben
Collison, Dalhousie University

Wildlife and Forestry in Cape Breton — Jason
Airst, NS Department of Natural Resources

Best Management Practices in New Brunswick
Forestry: Protecting fish, wildlife, habitat and
forest health in a multiuse forest — Kim Allen,
Forest NB

Bridging the Gap Between Research and Prac-
tice in Canadian Forestry — Samanta Chu, For-
estry Sector Council

The ASFWB hosts a Spring Seminar every year
in Sackville, NB, and each year we delve into a
unique research theme. If you have a sugges-
tion for our 2027 Spring Seminar theme, please
email your idea to our President, Andy.

Presenter, Dr. Lisa Doucette (Natural NS DNR), at the 2026
ASFWB Spring Seminar

We hope to see you at our Fall AGM in October 2026 in Saint John, NB!
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newsletter editors! We are always looking for content

ideas and photos from our membership!
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ASFWB Executive Committee Updates

The ASFWB Executive would like to welcome Roxanne MacKinnon on as VP
Programming for our Fall Meeting to take place in Saint John, NB in October 2026.
We hope you will join us for another exciting meeting featuring interesting topics
presented by professionals and students from across the Atlantic Region. For more
details see page 7 of this issue, and stay tuned to our website for further updates and
to purchase tickets. If you are interested in presenting, we suggest you reach out to
Roxanne to express interest. We hope to see you in Saint John in October!

Find Us Online

n Atlantic Society of Fish and Wildlife Biologists (ASFWB)
@ @asfwb_atlantic
% @ASFWB_Atlantic

Check out our website at www.asfwb.ca:

o register for upcoming events,

« read biographies of your executive committee mem-
bers,

« download newsletters,
« find blog posts from scholarship winners,
e renew your membership

« and stay up to date on information for the upcoming
2026 AGM in October

Become an ASFWB Member Today!

Regular Membership: $20/year ® Student Membership: FREE!

To renew or become a new member, visit www.asfwb.ca or contact the Society's
Treasurer, Dafna Schultz (dafnaschultz@gmail.com) for other payment options.
Your membership supports:

« Hosting the Annual General Meeting,

o Disbursement of the ASFWB Research Grant,

« Scholarship Contributions
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ASFWB Fish and Wildlife Research Grant

The ASFWB Fish and Wildlife Research Grant was established in the fall of 1994 to assist members
who are conducting or supervising wildlife or fisheries research in Atlantic Canada. The grant
provides funding up to $500 annually for research projects. Any aspect of fish and wildlife
research will be considered, but projects with applied management goals will receive priority.

Applicants must be members of the ASFWB. Projects that are largely government sponsored or
funded are not eligible for this award.

Applications are OPEN (Deadline is March 31 each year).
Read about the 2026 grant winner on page 6 of this issue!

For more information or TO APPLY, visit:

Supporting Students in Atlantic Canada

ASFWB members have always been committed to helping advance the careers of Atlantic Canadian
students in the field of biology. To this end, ASFWB has been integral in setting up scholarships that
directly support top biology students at four universities in Atlantic Canada.

The David J. Cartwright Memorial Scholarship was established in 1991 at the University of New
Brunswick, to honour David J. Cartwright who was a member and strong supporter of the ASFWB for
many years and contributed to wildlife management in Atlantic Canada. The Cartwright scholarship is
for students entering the final year of Forestry (Wildlife Option) or Science (Biology Option).

The Donald G. Dodds Scholarship was established in 2010 at Acadia University with preference
for graduate students in the Biology Department, though honours and undergraduate students are
considered. Potential candidates for all scholarships should have combined scholastic ability with a
demonstrated interest in biology and/or wildlife management. Disbursement is approximately $1000/
year.

Funds are currently being raised for the Gilbert R. Clements Scholarship at Holland College for
graduating students entering the University of Prince Edward Island Wildlife Con-
servation Program. If you would like to support our students, consider making a
donation by contacting Holland College today!
https://hollandcollege.com/foundation/how-to-make-a-gift.htm|

The new ASFWB Lois Bateman Scholarship for Grenfell Campus, Memorial
Memorial University of Newfoundland, and College of the North Atlantic is
very close to being ready! Please stay tuned for further updates!

If you wish to contribute to our student scholarships, please visit the awarding

institution’s website and indicate with a note that you would like your donation to go
towards the associated ASFWB Scholarship.



http://asfwb.ca/the-asfwb-wall-of-fame/asfwb-fish-wildlife-research-grant/
http://asfwb.ca/the-asfwb-wall-of-fame/asfwb-fish-wildlife-research-grant/
https://hollandcollege.com/foundation/how-to-make-a-gift.html
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A Message from Our President

We are all aware of recent changes across the
region, including job losses in provincial wildlife
programs, the announced closure of some federal
fish hatcheries, and reductions to environmental
staff. These developments are challenging,
particularly for colleagues directly affected, and they
highlight the uncertainty many are facing. They are
concerning developments, as they reduce the
capacity needed to effectively support fish, wildlife,
and ecosystem conservation.

Strong science, collaboration, and dedicated people
remain essential to the conservation of healthy fish,
wildlife, and ecosystems. This was evident at our
recent Spring Seminar, which was another successful
gathering marked by high-quality presentations and
thoughtful discussion. Events like this underscore the
value of coming together to share knowledge, learn

from one another, and build the professional networks that strengthen our work and our

community.

As members of this Society, we can continue to support one another and demonstrate the value
of science-based management. By mentoring earlyllcareer biologists, engaging with decision
makers, and communicating clearly with the public, we help ensure that conservation remains a
priority. Together, our collective voice and professionalism make a real difference.

Andy Smith
President, ASFWB

Have an article, photo, event,
drawing, etc. you want to share in
the next issue?

Contact our Newsletter Editor,
Rosemary Curley by email at
rcurleypei@eastlink.ca

Four-toed Salamander (Hemidactylium scutatum ).
Photo by Joshua Christiansen
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ASFWB Research Grant Winner: Joshua Christiansen-
Creating a Field Guide to the Amphibians and Reptiles

Maritime Gartersnake (Thamnophis sirtalis
pallidulus). Photo by Joshua Christiansen

Not only will the field guide be a great
researchers,
educators, tourists, and the public alike,
Josh also hopes it will inspire others to
protect
Atlantic Canada’s herpetofauna just as

resource for

appreciate,

he has!

The goal is to have the guide sent to a
publisher in April 2027, so hopefully it §
will be available in 2028 at the latest.

Stay tuned!

discover,

and

naturalists,

of Atlantic Canada

Josh Christiansen is the recipient of this year's ASFWB
Fish and Wildlife Research Grant for his project,
Creating a Field Guide to the Amphibians and Reptiles
of Atlantic Canada. After spending several years
studying salamanders across the region, Josh fell in love
with the unique biodiversity of Atlantic Canada’s
amphibians and reptiles (Herpetofauna), and together
with Dr. Julia Riley and Dr. James Baxter-Gilbert at
Mount Allison University, recognized the need for an up
-to-date and accessible resource dedicated specifically
to these incredible and often overlooked species.

The guide will include accounts of the distribution,

: habitat, ecology, and conservation of all 29 Atlantic
# Canadian amphibians and reptiles with several

additional chapters highlighting unique stories of
Atlantic Canada’s herpetofauna, including the sea
turtles that migrate to our waters and the island of
Newfoundland’s introduced species. The guide will also
include an identification key and stunning photography
of each species in various life stages and colour morphs
to help with species identification in the field,
laboratory, and classrooms.

Eastern Painted Turtle (Chrysemys picta).
Photo by Joshua Christiansen
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* ATLANTIC SOCIETY OF FISH
- & WILDLIFE BIOLGISTS

6;3RD ANNU"?},.-;L GENERAL MEETING

. _ SAINT JOHN

= Crowne Plaza
10 Portland Street
Saint John NB
E2K-4H8

Stay tuned to our website for more information about the 2026 AGM and to purchase tickets!
www.asfwb.ca




PAGE 8 BIOLINK SPRING 2026

Canadian Herpetological Society
Société dHerpétologie du Canada

Annual Meetin Congres annuel
Canadlan Société
Herpetological d’Herpétologie
Society du Canada

Join us in PEI for the 2026 CHS Annual Meeting!

Share your amphibian and reptile conservation &
research projects and learn about other amphibian and
reptile work in Canada and beyond!

Meet and network with other students, academics, environmental
professionals, and citizen scientists and explore the spectacular
landscapes of Prince Edward Island!

Optional workshop(s), mentorship acitivities, and a social will be held on
September 18, an optional banquet will be held September 19, and an
optional field trip will take place September 21!

R ° O s See registration details here: https://canadianherpetology.ca/conf/index.php

o° )
¥ / .—ﬂ

A

, Prince Edward Island 132

\' ’éd"’o!pé(o\o"

\ Rodd Brudenell River Resort Sept.

Please contact conference@canadianherpetology.ca with any questions
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Recent Literature

Heading to the field and need some reading material? Keep up to date with fish and
wildlife research publications from Atlantic Canada and beyond. Paste the “doi”
provided into your internet browser.

Aastrup, Marie Louise, Carly C. Sponarski, Sabina |. Wilhelm, Sue Abbott, and Suzanne Dooley. 2026. Puffins,
petrels, and places: Understanding human perceptions to prevent seabird mortality due to light
pollution, Ornithological Applications 128(1), 1-11. https://doi.org/10.1093/ornithapp/duaf057

Airst, J.I. and Fleming, T.B., 2024. Spatial Predictors of Human-Black Bear Interactions in Nova Scotia,
Canada. Human-Wildlife Interactions, 18(2): 165-177. digitalcommons.usu.edu/hwi

Albert, Cédric, Anthony R. Taylor, and Loic D'Orangeville. 2025. Integrating the effects of climate change
into long-term strategic forest management planning using a process-based stand model. Canadian
Journal of Forest Research. 85: 1- 17. https://doi.org/10.1139/cjfr-2024-0238

Baker, Krista D, Tony Kess, Lisa Hendrickson, Chelsea Malayny, Nicole Smith, lan R Bradbury. 2025. Genomic
data reveal a lack of range-wide genetic structure for a broadly distributed ommastrephid, Northern
shortfin squid (lllex illecebrosus), in the Northwest Atlantic Ocean, ICES Journal of Marine Science,
Volume 82, Issue 11, November 2025, fsaf201, https://doi.org/10.1093/icesjms/fsaf201

Beck, S.V., Kess, T., Nugent, C.M. S.V. Beck, T. Kess, C. M. Nugent, B. Dempson, G. Chaput S.
Duffy, N..Smith P. Bentzen & I. R. Bradbury. A large-effect locus underlies migration timing in North
American Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar). Scientific Reports (2026). https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-026-
42281-w

Bernatchez S, Landry-Massicotte L, Paradis Y, Morissette O, Fortin A-L, Villeneuve S, et al. (2026)
Comparative evaluation of otolith and fin ray as tools for assessing population differentiation in Atlantic
sturgeon (Acipenser oxyrinchus). PLoS One 21(3): e0343989.
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0343989

Bradfield, A., Nagy, C., Weckel, M.et al. 2025. Cats in the city: urban cat distribution is influenced by habitat

characteristics, anthropogenic factors, and the presence of coyotes. Urban Ecosystems 28:106
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11252-025-01709-3

Caldwell, Aliya, Keenan Yakola, Elizabeth Craig, Pamela Loring, Linda Welch, Donald E. Lyons, and Nathan B.
Furey. 2025._High-resolution satellite telemetry data reveal full migration cycle of Gulf of Maine-breeding
Common Terns (Sterna hirundo)," Waterbirds 48(3), 1-16. https://doi.ora/10.1675/063.048.0301

Chavardes, R.D., Edge, C., Heartz, S., Knockwood, M., Young, S., MacKinnon, J., Smith, M.J., Boucher, J.,
Cotton-Gagnon, A., Woudstra, E.K. and Jarrar, H. et al., 2025. Assessing fuel structure in old-growth

eastern hemlock dominated stands of Nova Scotia, Canada. Annals of Forest Science 82:46
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13595-025-01295-6

Cindy Breau, Tyler D. Tunney, Nellie Gagné, Francis LeBlanc, Aaron Krick, and Valerie Belliveau. 2026.
Striped Bass eggs and larvae in the Miramichi River estuary: a resource pulse detectable only with
molecular tools?. FACETS. 11: 1-11. https://doi.org/10.1139/facets-2025-0012

Brémaud, J., Debelli, A., Khorami, H.H., Stewart, D.T., Angers, A., Angers, B. and Breton, S., 2025.
Demystifying the functions of the mitochondrial ORFan proteins in bivalves with doubly uniparental
inheritance. Biology Letters, 21(1). https://doi.org/10.1098/rsbl.2024.0564

Brodo, Irwin M. and R. Troy McMullin. 2025. A revision of Pannaria rubiginosa s.|. (Pannariaceae) in eastern
North America," The Bryologist 128(4), 727-745. https://doi.org/10.1639/0007-2745-128.4.727



https://doi.org/10.1093/ornithapp/duaf057
http://digitalcommons.usu.edu/hwi
https://doi.org/10.1139/cjfr-2024-0238
https://doi.org/10.1093/icesjms/fsaf201
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-026-42281-w
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-026-42281-w
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0343989
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11252-025-01709-3
https://doi.org/10.1675/063.048.0301
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13595-025-01295-6
https://doi.org/10.1139/facets-2025-0012
https://doi.org/10.1098/rsbl.2024.0564
https://doi.org/10.1639/0007-2745-128.4.727
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Burbank, Jacob, Andrew P. Darcy. 2026. Extreme predation on Atlantic Herring (Clupea harengus) eggs by
waterbirds in an anthropogenic wharf spawning habitat. Northeastern Naturalist 32 (4), N70-N78
https://doi.org/10.1656/045.032.0407

Buzacott, A. J. V., K.Laasasenaho, R.Lauhanen, et al. 2025. Afforestation-related fertilisation quickly turns
barren cutaway peatland into a carbon dioxide sink. Global Change Biology31(12):
e70644. https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.70644.

Chu, J. J., D. R. Norris, J. Bourque, C. Roy, O. Wilson, and E. A. Gow. 2025. An updated estimate of the
number of birds killed by outdoor cats in Canada. Avian Conservation and Ecology
20(2):12 https://doi.org/10.5751/ACE-02926-200212

Clarfeld, L. A., K. D. Gieder, A. Fuller, et al. 2025. Deep Faune New England: A species classification model
for trail camera Images in Northeastern North America. Ecology and Evolution15 (11):
e72174. https://doi.org/10.1002/ece3.72174.

Condon, Jordan D., Scott D. Roloson, and Michael R. van den Heuvel. 2026. Emergence of Atlantic Salmon

fry in relation to redd sediment infiltration and dissolved oxygen in small coastal streams. Fishes 2026
11,82 https://doi.org/10.3390/fishes11020082

Crum, N.J., Gowan, T.A., Hostetler, J.A., Schick, R.S., Knowlton, A.R., Pettis, H.M., Hamilton, P.K. and
Rolland, R.M. (2025), Unobserved individual and population level impacts of fishing gear entanglements
on North Atlantic Right Whales. Animal Conservation, 28: 675-685. https://doi.org/10.1111/acv.13016

Dausmann, K. H., and C. E. Cooper. 2026. Are Hibernators Toast? Global climate change and prolonged
seasonal hibernation. Global Change Biology32(1): €70659. https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.70659.

De La Cruz, J. L., S. M. Deeley, E. A. Hunter, and W. M. Ford. 2025. Spatial occupancy patterns of the

endangered Northern Long-Eared Bat in New England. Diversity and Distributions 31(11):
e70122. https://doi.org/10.1111/ddi.70122.

Dostal, Jaroslav. 2025. Deposits of rare earth elements in Canada. FACETS. 10: 1-
18. https://doi.org/10.1139/facets-2025-0148

Dupuis-Smith, Reyd, Jennifer F. Provencher, Mark L. Mallory, Gregory J. Robertson, Gregg T. Tomy,
and Robert A. Ronconi. 2026. Avian tissue sampling following oil pollution events: quantifying impacts
and monitoring recovery. Environmental Reviews. 34: 1-22. https://doi.org/10.1139/er-2025-0214

Durham, S. E., S. P.Saunders, A. W.Diamond, and H. L.Major. 2026. Signals from the Southern Edge:
Demographic effects of ocean warming on two cold-adapted seabird species in the Gulf of Maine.
Global Change Biology32(3): €70769. https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.70769.

Edge, C.B., Heartz, S., Lagalante, A., Lewis, A. and Sweeney, J., 2025. Risk of imidacloprid to soil
invertebrates when applied as basal bark spray for the control of hemlock woolly adelgid. Canadian
Journal of Forest Research, 55:1-11. DOI: 10.1139/cjfr-2024-0267

Eissenhauer, F., T.Linnansaari, T. C.Pratt, R. A.Curry, and P. M.Harrison. 2026. A mark-recapture estimate of
the number of American Eels arriving at the lowermost barrier on the Wolastog|Saint John River,
Canada. River Research and Applications 42, no. 1: 40-59. https://doi.org/10.1002/rra.70055.

Endresz, K.C., Bateman, E.M.T. & Barbeau, M.A. 2026. Spatial and temporal patterns of nekton communities
in different subhabitats of Maritime Canadian salt marshes. Estuaries and Coasts 49 (3)
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12237-025-01615-z

Evankow, Ann M., Jeremy Howland, James Lendemer, and Jason Munshi-South. Urban lichens as an
emerging model for urban evolution. American Journal of Botany 112(12): e70140 DOI:
10.1002/ajb2.70140
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https://bioone.org/journals/northeastern-naturalist/volume-32/issue-4/045.032.0407/Extreme-Predation-on-Atlantic-Herring-Clupea-harengus-Eggs-by-Waterbirds/10.1656/045.032.0407.full
https://doi.org/10.1656/045.032.0407
https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.70644
https://doi.org/10.5751/ACE-02926-200212
https://doi.org/10.1002/ece3.72174
https://doi.org/10.3390/fishes11020082
https://doi.org/10.1111/acv.13016
https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.70659
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https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.70769
https://doi.org/10.1139/cjfr-2024-0267?urlappend=%3Futm_source%3Dresearchgate.net%26utm_medium%3Darticle
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https://doi.org/10.1007/s12237-025-01615-z
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Fox, David J., Graham Forbes, and Christopher B. Edge. 2026. Impact of imidacloprid-based chemical control
for hemlock woolly adelgid (Adelges tsugae) on the eastern red-backed salamander (Plethodon
cinereus). Canadian Journal of Forest Research. 56: 1-11. https://doi.org/10.1139/cjfr-2025-0281

Geoffroy, Maxime, Arthur Campagne, Marie Clément, Chelsea Boaler, Louis Bernatchez, Errol Andersen, Kiley
Best, and Todd Broomfield. 2025.Demersal spawning of capelin (Mallotus villosus) in northern Labrador,
Canada. Polar Biology 48(4):102. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00300-025-03418-1

Goessen, R., Isabel, N., Wehenkel, C., Hernandez-Velasco, J., Mendoza-Maya, E., Saenz-Romero, C., Blanco-
Garcia, A., Bousquet, J. and Porth, .M. (2025), Elucidating continental-wide phylogeographic and
adaptive processes shaping the genome-wide diversity of North America's most widely distributed tree.
Molecular Ecology 34: €70193. https://doi.org/10.1111/mec.70193

Goodman, Brooke D. Kyle A. Lima, Seth Benz, Nicholas A. Fisichelli, Justin Kitzes.2025. Humans outperform
Merlin Sound ID in field-based point-count surveys. Ornithological Applications 127 (4), 1-8,
https://doi.org/10.1093/ornithapp/duaf049

Graves, Brent M., Suzanne M. Petschke. 2026. Conspecific Killing and Cannibalism by a Free-Ranging
Northern Short-Tailed Shrew (Blarina brevicauda).Northeastern Naturalist 32 (4), N79-
N81 https://doi.org/10.1656/045.032.0408

Giberson, Donna. 2025. Biodiversity Hacks: Dots on the map - an easy way to plot your distribution data using
Google My Maps. Newsletter of the Biological Survey of Canada. 44(2): 20-22.
https://biologicalsurvey.ca/publications/newsletters

Harpur, Anneke and Luke Leveck 2025. Hemidactylium scutatum (Four-toed Salamander). Canada: Prince
Edward Island: Kings Co.: Doc's Marsh, Forest Hill Wildlife Management Area. 18 October 2024.
Geographic Distribution Notes, Herpetological Review 56(1):31

Hart, T., and E. M. Bayne. 2025. Habitat amount-fragmentation interactions drive Canada Warbler dynamics
across spatial scales. Avian Conservation and Ecology 20(2):15. https://doi.org/10.5751/ACE-03001-
200215

Henke, S.E., 2025. The early bird catches the parasite: potential invertebrate pathway for Baylisascaris
procyonis to infect songbirds. The Journal of Wildlife Diseases, 61(4), pp.1001-1009. DOI: 10.7589/JWD-
D-25-00045

Imlay, Tara L Gérald Chaput, Guillaume J R Dauphin, Cindy Breau, Julien April, Scott Douglas, David C
Hardie, J Derek Hogan, Nicholas | Kelly, and others 2025. Concurrent changes in Atlantic Salmon body
length, age structure, and life-history diversity, ICES Journal of Marine Science, Volume 82, Issue 12
fsaf217, https://doi.org/10.1093/icesjms/fsaf217

Irani, A.l., Bordeleau, X., Benoit, H., Garnier, T., Cusson, P.O., Rivard, P., Hammill, M. and Pelletier, F., 2026.
Dietary composition and sources of variability in emerging offshore grey seal colonies in the Northwest
Atlantic [Magdalen Islands]. Canadian Journal of Zoology 104: 1-17. doi.org/10.1139/cjz-2025-0089

Isitt, R. L., J. A. Addison, S. B. Heard, and D. S. Pureswaran. 2026. Phylogenetic-pheromone associations
obscured by stabilising selection and natal tree effect in a tree-killing Bark Beetle. Molecular Ecology 35
(1): fsaf217, €70226. https://doi.org/10.1111/mec.70226.

Johnston, E.M., Mittelhauser, G.H., Foster, J.T., Mau, R.L., Gibson, A.A., Gillece, J.D., Klemmer, A.J. and Olsen,
B.J., 2025. Barnacles dominate the winter diet of Calidris maritima (Purple Sandpiper) in Maine: A bona

fide dietary shift or molecular techniques revealing an unknown diet composition? Ornithology, 142(3) p
1-13, https://doi.org/10.1093/ornithology/ukaf005
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